
 
 

October 15, 2016 
 
 
To the Venerable Monastics and the Lay Practitioners of the Gampo Abbey Community, 
 
On behalf of Dzogchen Ponlop Rinpoche and all the teachers and leadership of Nalandabodhi, I 
would like to extend condolences and heartfelt prayers in order to join with those who are 
practicing for, mourning the passing, and appreciating the inspiration of the Venerable Bhikṣuṇī 
Ani Migme Chödrön. 
 
For decades at Gampo Abbey, Ani Migme held what perhaps could be considered the most 
central and authoritative seat of leadership of the community. Ani Migme taught and led by 
example, constantly and consistently. Whether through her expertise in scriptural dharma and 
ritual practices or through her always-available personal guidance, she displayed what it means to 
be a thoroughly dharmic person, and what a genuinely monastic Western lifestyle, free of 
pretense and contrivance, looks like. 
 
One would be utterly confounded by an effort to identify a person more steeped in the dharma, 
and more inseparable from the dharma in their way of life, than Ani Migme Chödrön. Her 
devotion to monasticism proved that the monastery has a place in the Buddhadharma of the 
Western hemisphere. Her friendliness and unflappable ability to console and encourage others 
through the hardships of the path of awakening form a legacy that glorifies the two bodhicittas. 
Her humor and ever-radiant smile, now merging with the Ocean of Dharma, shine with vajra 
laughter, accompanying the sound of the three roots’ dharma, appearing in whatever ways are 
beneficial to all.  
 
We celebrate the life of discipline, benefit, and vision that Ani Migme shared with us. As we sit 
in the space of her parting, and when we rise from our seats as well, may we remember and 
practice the Four Dharmas enunciated to us so clearly, through so many mornings, by a great 
master of the teachings and friend on the path. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mitra Tyler Dewar 
Dean of Nalandabodhi, 2014-2017 
 
 


